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268 PSYCHOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 

The Law of Suggestion, a compendium for the people. By Rev. 
Stanley LeFevre Krebs. Science Press, Chicago, 1906. pp. 157. 
This little book sketches the ancient history of suggestion with re- 
cent experiments and describes methods of hypnotizing and of admin- 
istering suggestion, the use of indirect, positive and negative suggest- 
ion, refutes objections, describes dangers and in the last chapter 
describes some extraordinary phenomena. The great law is iteration, 
a law known to advertisers and moralists. By insisting in season and 
out of season upon the right precepts, conduct tends to work out 
character along the same lines. Most dangers are imaginary. The 
author gives four rules for the practice of self-control. They are to sit 
still, stand still, look still and be still for two minutes each. 

Essai sur les Passions, par Th. Ribot. Felix Alcan, editeur, Paris, 
1907. pp. 192. 
This volume is written with all the lucidity, comprehension and 
incisiveness of the author at his best. He first discusses at consider- 
able extent what passion really is. Here our only criticism is that he 
has far too little to say of its phyletic origin which to our mind is one 
of the chief problems. Then in the second and third chapters on the 
genealogy of passion he seems to the writer to come little in contact with 
the rich and fruitful suggestions that arise for either the paleontologic 
or the psycho-genetic field. He has evidently paid more attention 
to abnormalities than to the study of normal development of pas- 
sions in children. The fourth chapter is a unique specimen of a dis- 
cussion which while extremely interesting, is yet extremely schematic. 
In answer to the question how passions expend themselves, they end 
in one of five ways: either by exhaustion, by transformation, by sub- 
stitution, in insanity or in death. He very well remarks that people 
of intensely passionate nature are as rare as geniuses. 

Les Substituts de I'A-me dans la Psychologie moderne, par Nicolas 
Kostyleff. Felix Alcan, Paris, 1906. pp. 228. 
This somewhat startling title hardly justifies in the end the curiosity 
which it excites. The first of these substitutes is the chemical con- 
cepts of soul according to which consciousness is explained as the 
summation of epiphenomena. Under the head " Mechanical Concep- 
tions of Life," the author has treated at length only Zender and has 
little to say of the larger school of which he is a member. In the 
third part, he undertakes to criticise psychical deliverances as they 
are conceived by Hering, Wahle, Mach, Avenarius, Ostwald and Las- 
witz. Of all these he is most attracted to the view of Mach. In the 
fourth part, he attempts to co-ordinate psychic deliverances with those 
of objective science treating of the mechanism of memory, mental 
images, abstract ideas, the ego, etc. 

Mental Development in the Child and the Race. Methods and Proc- 
esses. By James Mark Baldwin. "With 17 figures and 19 tables. 
The MacMillan Co., New York, 1906. pp. 477. 
This book reaches its third edition in celebrating its full decade. 
The author leaves it essentially as originally written, the revision 
being mainly in matter of details and exactness of exposition. He 
also announces a significant volume on the principles of genetic 
science in which the ideas of his series will be thrown together into 
concise and reasoned form. In this volume that is here announced, 
the outcome of the whole endeavor will be estimated and set forth in 
relation to the literature of several sciences to which these earlier 
books respectively relate. We forbear here to undertake criticism of 
this author's work until the appearance of this later volume. 



